Sermon 7-22-07

8th Sunday of Pentecost

Genesis 18:1-10a

Luke 10:38-42
Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

Martha welcomed Jesus into her home.
Her sister Mary sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying.

The timing is right that we meet these two sisters in the middle of the summer. Chapter 10 is the only place where these two women are mentioned in Luke’s gospel – their brother Lazarus is left out of this story.
This is the 3rd week in a row we’ve listened to a reading from chapter 10 in Luke’s Gospel.

2 weeks ago we heard the story of Jesus sending out the 70 to heal the sick and raise the dead and they return to Jesus with great joy.

Last Sunday you may recall we heard the question the lawyer asks of Jesus; what must I do to inherit eternal life and Jesus proceeds to tell the story of the Good Samaritan.

This important conversation between Jesus and the Lawyer about serving our neighbor ends with the imperative to, “Go and do likewise.”
Send – go – do – so much of how we understand discipleship and having an active faith in Jesus is defined by these words.
We hear a lot of that from the pulpit at Augustana. We take seriously the words from the book of James that faith without works is dead.

The love of Christ is expressed in a multitude of ways in this faith community by what we do together and by what we each do as individuals.

That’s why we are drawn to Martha – she welcomes Jesus into her home and she is busy with being a good host and making sure that everything is just right. She is a doer.
This was a big deal for Martha – she makes a deliberate choice to be about her many tasks.
Martha is one of those people who when asked how she is would say – I’m busy and she would mean it and she would like it. 

In contrast to Martha, she had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. 
But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” 
But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.”
Mary also makes a deliberate choice.

She is more than willing to endure the anger of her sister for not helping in order to sit at the Lord’s feet and listen to what he was saying. I wonder what Jesus was saying to Mary. There is no mention of what he was teaching – only Mary listening.
The ability to sit and listen is a gift. I stopped in the fellowship hall this past Thursday morning and watched as Pastor Erickson read a story to the children as part of the summer reading program.

He was reading in both Spanish and English and there was a large group of children and even though it was a scene I have seen and experienced many times, it never fails to capture my attention.

The looks on their faces as they sit and listen – they are not distracted by many things – the children are perfectly content to be in the moment and listen – it is truly a gift. 
Perhaps this is part of what Jesus means when he says ‘unless you become like a little child you cannot enter the Kingdom of God.’

We would be wise to listen to the gentle rebuke Jesus gives to Martha – he is not scolding her but rather he is getting her to stop and listen – stop and reflect on what is essential in the relationship. The most important relationship with Jesus.
“Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; there is need of only one thing, 

There is not one person here today that wouldn’t fit this description. It is the sign of the times, a label we all wear.

Worried and distracted.

“Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.” It is a deliberate choice

· If you are a person who feels overwhelmed from time to time with the pace of this world in which we live

· the magnitude of the problems we face

· the challenges that are present in your own life and family

· the tension and anxiety you feel concerning specific issues in your life and even those things you cannot identify;

Then you would do well to take note of Mary this morning.

In her choice she reveals the one thing that is reliable; the constant that is present in each of our lives and cannot be taken away.

To rest in and listen for the goodness of God revealed in Jesus. The picture of Mary sitting at the feet of Jesus is both peaceful and instructive.

It is a clear reminder to you and me that sitting and listening at the feet of Jesus is as important as going and doing in the name of Jesus. 
It is I suspect why many come to worship 
· seeking a place of beauty and peace
· place to sit and listen to what Jesus has to say

· a place where all the distractions and worry can be set aside for a short time

Mary chooses the better part. It is a deliberate choice for her and it will not be taken away. We too have that same choice. We make that choice in prayer, in quiet moments, in worship. 

Let us remember to choose this better part, to draw strength from the Lord’s abiding presence and to know His peace in our lives. 

A deliberate choice – don’t let anyone or anything take it away.

Amen

CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 16:1 Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge.

I say to the LORD, "You are my Lord; I have no good apart from you."

Let us pray - we belong to you O Lord. We thank you for your call and claim on our lives. As we sit and listen this day, strengthen us and help us to hear your word of grace and mercy in each of our lives.

PRAYERS 

Thank you Lord for your gracious blessings in our lives - for family and friends and for simple gifts of love and mercy. Help us Lord to understand what it means to listen to you, to rest in you and to know you in silence and in peace. LIYM

Lord Jesus, you are the one who brings light into our darkness, we pray this morning for those in need of your light and healing - Bruce Ohmann, Ruth Larson, Elsie Gjelten, Duane Freier, John Schneider, Renee Kaufenberg, Brendon Fredrick, Mickey Gutzman, and Samantha, Chloe, and Guinevere Shibata. LIYM

Be with Nikki and Joe Burk - help them to know your strength and comfort in this time of loss. Bless Meghan and Young Mao - be with them Lord and guide them in their new life together and we thank you for the new life given in Holy Baptism to Jacob Drkula and Cruz Hernandez. We rejoice in the birth of sons born to Mike and Laura Cashill and Kristin and Shawn Prestegaard. LIYM

We ask your blessing and peace Lord to rest upon returning servicemen and women – grant joyful reunions with family and friends and be presence in this difficult time of transition back into family and work life. Continue to guard and protect those who serve in Iraq and Afghanistan and guide both of those countries and its leaders in the way of peace. LIYM
Bless our Sabbath rest and fill us Lord with the power of your Holy Spirit. In Jesus name we pray. Amen

Announcements

Welcome to worship – visitor pads. We celebrate Holy Communion today at the drive-in – there will be 4 stations. Please come out of you car – if you visit with us please know that you are welcome to share in the Lord’s Supper and if you are unable to get out of your ca please let Pastor Erickson or myself know and we will bring communion to your car.

Thank Tom and Kristi Sullivan for leading our music.

Janis Aune, Wally Sunderland – Judy Jensen – sanctuary music

Please note the information in the insert. If you haven’t rsvp’d for the picnic next week you can still do that – please call the church office.

Tomorrow evening the full celebration band is leading our Monday evening worship in the sanctuary rather than the back patio.

In our prayers this morning we remember; Bruce Ohmann, Ruth Larson, Elsie Gjelten, Duane Freier, John Schneider, Renee Kaufenberg, Brendon Fredrick, Mickey Gutzman, and Samantha, Chloe, and Guinevere Shibata. Nikki and Joe Burk - Meghan and Young Mao who were married yesterday - Jacob Drkula and Cruz Hernandez who are baptized this morning and we celebrate with Mike and Laura Cashill and Kristin and Shawn Prestegaard on the birth of sons. 

Thank you for being in worship today. May the Lord fill you with goodness and grace.

Word of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed,

Our Lord Jesus took bread,

And gave thanks; broke it,

And gave it to his disciples,

Saying: Take and eat;

This is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,

He took the cup, gave thanks,

And gave it for all to drink,

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen
