Sermon 7-9-07

6th Sunday of Pentecost

Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

Galatians 6:1-16

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

Luke reports it this way in verse 17– the 70 returned with joy.

The joy was a gift from God.
The joy was confirmation that the words of instruction that came from Jesus were true.

The joy was born out of a deep satisfaction and a new awareness that it really worked.

I like the fact that the 70 were surprised.

You know the feeling – at least I hope you do - you try something new – a task you’ve never done before – an opportunity you’ve never seized before or a risk you’ve never taken before – you step out in faith and you trust God and you discover it works. 
You discover you can do it and your fears or concerns or even your lack of confidence in your own ability is gone – replaced with joy. Replaced with a stronger and deeper faith.
It is almost as if a new window is opened for you and you see the world and your call as a child of God in the world in a new light.
Look what happens in the story - After this the Lord appointed seventy others – these 70 were in addition to the 12 that were already appointed by Jesus. 
This is the first thing that happens – Jesus appoints – calls – claims – chooses 70 others - use whatever word you want to use. And he hasn’t stopped doing that.
And its not just pastors or professional church workers that He calls.

Barbara Brown Taylor, one of the great preachers in this country tells a story about a recent college graduate who expressed a desire to become ordained. He was bright, committed, and knowledgeable about the faith but he did not want to serve a church, did not want to be held accountable to a denominational body, was not attracted to a ministry of the sacraments, although he did believe he would like to preach once a month.
She asked him, “Then why do you want to be ordained?” He said, “For the identity, I guess. So I could sit down next to someone on a bus who looked troubled and ask them how they were without them thinking I’m trying to hustle them. 

So I could walk up to someone on the street and do the same thing. 
So I could be up front about what I believe, in public as well as in private. 
So I would have the credentials to be the kind of Christian I want to be.”

Taylor goes on – His honesty was both disarming and disheartening. God help the church if clergy are the only Christians with credentials and God help all those troubled people on the bus if they have to wait for an ordained person to come along before anyone speaks to them.

The Lord appointed 70 and He hasn’t stopped since. If you have faith, even the size of a mustard seed then you have been appointed, called, chosen to live out that faith in your ordinary, day to day lives.
Barbara Brown Taylor puts it this way – It can be a frustrating experience, because deciding what is called means nothing less than deciding what it means to be a Christian in a post-Christian world. 
Is it a matter of changing who you are – becoming a kinder, more spiritual person? 
Or is it a matter of changing what you do – looking for a new job, becoming more involved at church, or witnessing to the neighbors.
These are the kinds of questions that called and appointed people ask of themselves – on a regular basis.

I’m sure the 70 - when they were appointed – wondered why they were chosen and then questioned whether or not they would be able to do it and when they went out I’m sure they wondered what would happen, wondered what they would do but these questions didn’t hold them back.

They went, in pairs to every town and place where He - Jesus intended to go.

What place does Jesus need you to take Him there?

What setting or context in your life will experience the Kingdom when you bring Jesus there?

This is not a passive bible story – it is filled with verbs and a call to carry the Kingdom out into the world.

And it contains a promise that things will happen – 
cure the sick, 
raise the dead, 
cleanse the lepers, 
cast out demons.

And as the 70 discovered – it really works. 

They came back filled with joy because it worked. 

They came back changed people because it really worked.
You can listen to people talk about it

contemplate it

weigh all the pros and cons of it

but until you actually do it you will not experience the joy of discovering it really works.

The joy of discovering that God can really use you in significant ways once you get out the door and do whatever it is that Jesus is calling you to do
And remember – when you get there you won’t be alone.

This community called Augustana is with you.

And you will have Jesus with you because wherever it is He needs to be – it is you and me who will bring Him there.

Not to judge or critique or condemn but to bring the 

peace of Christ

the presence of Christ

the love of Christ

from this worshipping community into the everyday working communities that you and I live in.

It really works. But let me warn you – it will change you and you will know the joy of Kingdom work. Amen

CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 66:1  Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth;

2  sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise.

3  Say to God, "How awesome are your deeds!

Let us pray - We praise you O lord for the gift of worship and for your awesome deeds. We give glory to you O Lord this day for your grace and mercy in our lives. 

Announcements

Welcome to worship – friendship pads
thank musicians; Lisa Griffin, Brent Berheim

Janis Aune, John Metcalfe and Bill and Karen Larson

Please note the inserts – ministry and fellowship opportunities are plentiful this summer. We are in need of people to share in the ministry of the summer reading program – we have 55 students registered this summer – the most ever – there is a form in the bulletin – put it in the offering plate
Note summer food drive – stepping out in faith walk and the church picnic on the 29th – so we can plan for food please be sure and fill out the blue form in your worship folder and put it in the offering plate today or mail it into the church office.

In our prayers this morning we remember; Ruth Larson, John Schneider, Mary Nordtvedt, June Husom, Bruce Ohman, Dennis Holt and Duane Freier.  We pray for those who mourn the loss of loved ones, the family and friends of Fred Clausen and we pray for Samantha, Guinevere and Chloe Shibata. Triplets born the Nikki and Chris.
Becca Cordes – a high schooler who travels to Egypt for language study
Thanks for being in worship today – may God bless your day of Sabbath rest
PRAYERS

10:00 - bless O Lord our worship this day. We give you thanks and praise for your awesome deeds and your acts of love in our lives and in the world. LIYM

Lord Jesus – you appoint us to serve and work in your kingdom. Grant us courage and faith to go into the world of our daily lives with your powerful message of grace and love. LIYM
We ask your blessing Lord upon those in need - for the sick and hurting - Ruth Larson, John Schneider, Mary Nordtvedt, June Husom, Bruce Ohman, Dennis Holt and Duane Freier.  We ask your blessing and peace to be upon the family and friends of Fred Clausen and we pray for your power and grace to rest upon Samantha, Guinevere and Chloe Shibata as well as Nikki and Chris. LIYM

We pray Lord for the staff and the children of Vacation Bible School this week. May your Holy Spirit be present in the lives of all who share in this ministry. Bless Cathy, Adam and Traci in their leadership roles. 
Lord, be with Becca Cordes as she travels to Egypt for language study. Grant her strength of intellect and spirit as she learns and experiences new culture and ideas. LIYM

Grant us O Lord your continued grace and love in our lives. Help us to be faithful to the calling you give to us and fill us with the power of your Spirit so that we might be your people in the world. In the name of Christ we pray. Amen

