Sermon 8-20-06
11th Sunday Pentecost

Ephesians 5:15-20

John 6:51-58

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

Be careful – it is very often the last word given by a parent as a teenager goes out the door with car keys in hand - the words become both liturgy and prayer; be careful.

When we say to some one – be careful – it is really a plea to watch out for bad things
Don’t get hurt

Don’t get in an accident

Don’t do anything stupid or foolish.
Be careful how you live – how you drive – where you go – what you do – what you say – how you spend – how you save – how you share – who you hang out with – what you wear – on the job – at home – at school – in the community.
Sometimes it feels like all we are doing is living life on the defensive – waiting for something bad to happen and trying to be as careful as possible that nothing bad will happen or that we will make the wrong decision.
I’m not sure this is what God intends for us. 

I don’t think this is what a life of faith is supposed to look like.

The writer of Ephesians offers up a different viewpoint this morning – in three contrasting statements we are told what living carefully looks like.
1 - not as unwise people but as wise.
2 - do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 
3 - do not get drunk with wine, but be filled with the Spirit, 
Be careful how you live, not as unwise people but as wise. Wisdom is a good thing – it comes with experience and with age. The writer of the proverb for today likens wisdom to a banquet where we are invited to come and dine and drink of her and gain insight, lay aside immaturity and live.
Living a life of faith in this day and age is not an easy thing. Our world is complicated, confusing and challenging. Wisdom is a gift from God and it comes from experience and listening to those with wisdom and using our minds and our hearts. Like many of you I have benefited from the wisdom of people both older than me and also from young people who have in their own way shared their wisdom of how life is to be lived and shared.
Living carefully means using that gift of wisdom in making healthy, joy-filled, life-affirming decisions as a person of faith.
Be careful how you live – don’t be foolish but understand what the will of the Lord is.

To be foolish is to be imprudent – thoughtless – irrational. 
Jesus tells a story about this - “The land of a rich man produced abundantly.  So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 
What is the will of the Lord in our lives?

It is a question each one of us has to answer and it has to do with how we will serve and honor God with our lives.

But there are some basics – God’s will is a desire for everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth; that truth being the person of Jesus Christ. That we might come to know Him – personally and intimately – this is the will of the Lord.
That we would be rich toward God – in any and in all things, in ways both small and large.
That we would come to an understanding that life is not about me, myself and I – this is antithetical to a life of faith.
The last statement about careful living is this - Do not get drunk with wine; but be filled with the Spirit.

I wonder if the writer of Ephesians remembered the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit descended upon the followers of Jesus and they were accused of being drunk with wine at 9 in the morning.

Careful living is Spirit filled living. It is living with the power God gives that makes it possible for you and me and the church to do things we don’t think are possible.
It is living with the power God gives that enables you and me to walk in faith and hope when we are surrounded by darkness and despair.

It is living with the power God gives that enables you and me to truly see beyond ourselves and to live right now, right here, in the eternal life we have been given in the flesh and blood of Jesus.
Being careful how you live is not a warning – it is an invitation to live life grounded solely and completely in the person of Jesus Christ and nothing else.
And rather than living a life of fear – it is a life of faith.

Rather than living a life of helplessness – it is a life of hope.

Rather than living a life of reaction – it a life or pro-action.

And rather than living a life in which we rely only on ourselves, we rely on a life filled with the Spirit.
A life of community, praise, thanksgiving and joy.

Careful living doesn’t mean we hold back – as individuals or as a community of faith.

It means we walk with our collective wisdom and strength as a church.

It means that we always seek to understand and discern what the will of the Lord is in our lives and in our midst. A constant conversation that looks forward in faith and in hope.

And finally it means that we are filled with the Spirit, giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.as we sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among ourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in our hearts, 
This is careful living – living in – with and under the grace and the mercy of God in Jesus Christ and Him alone.
Call to worship - Psalm 34:1,3

1
I will bless the LORD at all times;


his praise shall continually be in my mouth.

3
O magnify the LORD with me,


and let us exalt his name together.

Let us pray – we bless and praise you Lord. Prepare our hearts for worship. Open our ears and by the power of your grace, let us receive you once more into our lives. In Jesus name. Amen

Prayers

For the gift of this day – and for the blessing of community we give you thanks and praise Lord God. Fill us with the power and joy of your life this day. LIYM

Hear us Lord Jesus, as we share our needs with you as well as the needs of others……………………………………..in addition to those we have named in our hearts, we pray for the gift of healing for Lurane Hunter, Ray Brooks, Ryan Anderson, John Schneider, Carla Macy, Eileen DeWald, Bob Ehlers, Renu Berg and Allie Ray as they recover from surgery
We pray for Janet and John Metcalfe leading the group in Guatemala. Bless their time w/sisters and brothers in Guatemala. Grant them good health and safety as well as joy in the time spent with our friends in that country.

God of the nations, we continue to pray for peace, in our land, our homes, in the middle east – be a work guiding and leading people to realize and the gift of peace. LIYM

Thank you Lord God for the gift of this day. For worship. For your presence in our lives and for the opportunity to be your people this week.  In Jesus name we pray.

Announcements

Welcome – worship registration sheets/pads

Outdoor – communion invitation and instructions
Flowers in front of the pulpit are in memory of Alice Lenz – both her birthday and what would have been Len and Alice’s 60th wedding anniversary
Thanks to our musicians Lisa Griffin and Marcae Bitzer/Janis Aune and Stefan and Ingrid for special music
In our prayers we remember Lurane Hunter, Ray Brooks, Ryan Anderson, John Schneider, Carla Macy, Eileen DeWald, Bob Ehlers, Renu Berg and Allie Ray as they recover from surgery and Janet and John Metcalfe leading a synod group in Guatemala

Blood pressure screening in the church office this morning.

Please note the ministry opportunities in your worship folder; especially Habitat for Humanity.

We also have a need for more help with Kid’s Kingdom – if you think God can use you in this ministry please respond to Rachelle Gilbertson or Kathy Hendricvkson

Thanks for being in worship. May God bless your Sabbath rest as we begin another week in God’s grip.
