9-20-09 Sermon
16th Sunday of Pentecost

Mark 9:30-37

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest.
They had let him down and there was silence; embarrassed silence.

Silence that covers you like a damp cloud – a penetrating and uncomfortable chill.

They let him down and they knew it.
What were you arguing about on the way?

Were you trying to decide which sin is the greatest?

Were you arguing about the scriptures; how to read them and how to interpret them and were you trying to convince your brothers that you were right and they were wrong?

Were you arguing about something that is difficult to understand?
What were you arguing about on the way?

Do you ever find yourself getting weary of the fighting and the arguing and debating?

It is rampant in our politics – to the point where you wonder if any of our many problems will ever be solved because it seems like we have gotten to the point that serving the greater good has taken a back seat to me convincing you that you are wrong and you convincing me that I am wrong.

But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest.
It was a self centered – self induced – self absorbed all about me with no concern for you kind of argument and with one simple question Jesus stops them in their tracks and they were silent.
I think you would agree; we are not at our best as human beings when we are self centered and self absorbed and this silly conversation the disciples have about which one of them was the greatest comes on the heels of Jesus telling them for a second time in Mark’s gospel that; “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 
But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.
It is hard to understand and it is so much easier to keep the focus on self – me myself and I.

But the Gospel doesn’t allow us that luxury. As the disciples were reminded of again and again; if they were going to follow this Jesus, they would need to come to an understanding of what it means that the son of man is to be betrayed into human hands, killed and 3 days later rise from the dead.

And to help them understand, after He gets a whiff of that important conversation of deciding who was the greatest, he tells them and us, in one simple sentence, what it means to understand this matter of the cross and resurrection; “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 
And to drive home the point – to make it crystal clear, Jesus does what he does in other places when he wants to make sure we understand; Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”
Notice what he does – he takes a little child and places it among them. So they could all see it. I wonder if it was a little boy or a little girl. Was it an infant or a toddler, crawling or walking? 

· Everything stops when a child is placed into the center of a group of adults.
· The child becomes the focus of attention. 
· The child changes things.
· The child helps the adults to see with new eyes.
Jesus places the child in their midst to make sure they saw it and then to make sure they understand what he means he takes the child into his arms and tenderly holding it close to him he tells us what it means to be a servant, to follow Him, to welcome and treat all people like a little child.
Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”
We don’t judge children by how they look or where they come from do we? 
We don’t look for their faults or foibles do we?

They simply capture our attention and we want to love them and care for them and serve them and Jesus in his profound wisdom tries to show us what that means.

And my, it is a struggle at times isn’t it.
· It is a struggle to see beyond our own parameters.
· It is a struggle to see beyond our own judgments.
· It is a struggle to see beyond our own needs and our own hurts.
· It can be a struggle to think of others and then act in a way that serves and welcomes.
But this is the call. This is what it means to walk the way of the cross with Jesus and to follow him

What kind of a church do we want to be I ask you?

A church that understands true greatness the way Jesus speaks about it and lives it.

A servant church that is always looking beyond itself.

And what kind of a Christian do you want to be? 
This question is often met with silence because we either don’t understand what Jesus wants of us or we live our lives in such a way that it is only about me and my own and  we can’t possible do what it is that Jesus asks us to do.

As we wrestle with what it means to follow, to be last of all and servant of us, understanding will come. 

It will be a little different for each one of us. 

We will come out of our silence and see with new eyes in different ways.

But what won’t change is the fact that there will always be children placed into our midst.

They will come in all different ages, shapes and sizes and some will be old children and some will be young children; but they are all children.

And we will be called as a church, as a people to welcome each one of those children in Jesus name and to know and understand that as we welcome each child, we are welcoming Jesus into our midst, where he promises to feed and love us all.

Thanks be to God.

Amen

