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On the day after Christmas, just two weeks ago, I was gathered with my family for a very special event.  My sister and her husband, who is a pastor out in Seattle, had come home along with their almost four-year-old daughter and twin five-month-old boys.  The twins are quite a remarkable pair, because much of the time leading up to their birth was very uncertain.  My sister didn’t even know she was having twins until the second trimester, and for the remainder of her pregnancy had many complications – including discovering that one of the boys was significantly smaller and likely receiving less nutrition.  Through great diligence, medical care, and lots of prayer, he caught up so that by the time they were born, my family was able to welcome two healthy, happy, heavy baby boys.

At just over five months, it was time for them to be baptized.  Since we were all home for the holidays, along with my entire extended family, we gathered in our home church to baptize them.  This is the church where my sister and her husband were married, where I was married and ordained, where my parents were married, where my family was raised – it is a fixture of my family’s life.  These two boys, however, will not be raised in that church, since they will be raised in the church where my brother-in-law is a pastor.


This did not give the congregation a single moment’s pause.  The pastor there presided over the service, but allowed me to do the actual baptism of both boys.  The congregation turned out gift after gift – candles and certificates, a faith box for each boy made by a woodworker in the congregation, two beautiful blue quilts made by the quiltmakers – welcoming those two boys as their own.  It is best, I believe, to baptize a child in the congregation he will be raised in so that community can share in that important event; however, there was something truly special about seeing the extended family of God, a different congregation in a different state promising to support and teach these amazing boys as if they were their very own.  They would give more than boxes and quilts – they would give their love, their prayers, their everything to these boys all the days of their lives.


Being a part of that event served as a reminder to me of part of the importance of baptism, which is our reception into the enormous, vast, dynamic body of Christ.  We become members not just of our immediate family or of one congregation or a particular denomination – we are members of the global church.  We individually take part in all of everything, the fullness of the life of the church, brothers and sisters alongside all those called by Christ to faith.  Just as my nephews were received by a congregation they did not know, in our baptisms we are received by the entire church of Christ, most of whom we will never meet in this life.  It is the greatest common denominator for Christians, the place where we are all equals, where we are received by the fullness of this earthly community and heavenly body.


But it is not just all of everything in this world that receives us.  We hear the story of Jesus’ baptism, and we know that we are received by the true fullness of God as well.  Matthew tells us that “when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’”  Jesus the Son is being baptized, and the Holy Spirit manifests itself, and God the Father declares his love.  The mystery of the Trinity is fully revealed in this act of baptism, and it is not the only time it happens.  It is why we baptize in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  All of God is fully present at baptism; all of everything claiming the child baptized with the fullness of the power and love of the whole Trinity.  God’s complete, entire self manifests to each of us at our baptism, and claims us fully for our entire life.  The promises made at baptism are made by the full people of God, and the full totality of God.

And we need that.  We desperately need the love and support of our brothers and sisters in Christ.  We lean fully on the constant presence of our Triune God, in whose name we baptize – because in baptism, we are called to all of everything.  We are called to service for our neighbor, care for creation, diligence for proclamation, commitment to worship, support for the church on earth, justice for the oppressed, generosity to the poor… the list goes on and one.  When we are promised all of everything, we are also making a promise.  Whether you were old enough to speak for yourself at your baptism or had a parent or sponsor speaking for you, you promised to fully participate in the life of the church.


We might hear the words from today’s Old Testament reading, the beautiful poetic promises of Isaiah, and read them as applying to someone else – most likely, to Jesus.  While this is true, as we can hear in the echoes of God’s declaration of delight or pleasure in his beloved servant, the call is still greater than that.  It is also each of the baptized who is commissioned by our God.  Put your own name in the blank.  Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens, who spread out the earth, who gives breath to the people upon it:  I am the Lord, I have called ​​​​____ in righteousness, I have taken ____ by the hand and kept him/her; I have given _____ as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness.”  This is the covenant to which you are called.  This is the charge given to you at your baptism.  You are brought into the ministry of Christ our Lord, empowered to serve and commanded to love, blessed by all of everything to give all of everything to all of everything.

It is a great and holy charge, and we live into it every day.  When we welcome and recognize other Christians of all denominations, we live into our baptism.  When we pray together at the dinner table, we live into our baptism.  When we serve food for the hungry through Loaves and Fishes or Feed My Starving Children or support to the Neighbors food shelf, we live into our baptism.  When we admit that we need the fullness of God to get through each day because we cannot do it on our own, we live into our baptism.  May you truly love and support all of your brothers and sisters in Christ, may you know the power of the Triune God completely in your life, and may you constantly work to answer God’s call to service and justice in your daily life.  Amen.
