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Isaiah 2:1-5 

    The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

    [2] In days to come

        the mountain of the Lord's house

    shall be established as the highest of the mountains,

        and shall be raised above the hills;

    all the nations shall stream to it. 

        [3] Many peoples shall come and say,

    "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,

        to the house of the God of Jacob;

    that he may teach us his ways

        and that we may walk in his paths."

    For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,

        and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

    [4] He shall judge between the nations,

        and shall arbitrate for many peoples;

    they shall beat their swords into plowshares,

        and their spears into pruning hooks;

    nation shall not lift up sword against nation,

        neither shall they learn war any more.

    [5] O house of Jacob,

        come, let us walk

        in the light of the Lord! 

Romans 13:11-14 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

Matthew 24:36-44 

"But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 

Waiting For…What?

“I just can’t wait until Christmas!” I don’t know about you, but I can’t count how many times I’ve heard those words around our house this past month. It’s an exciting time of the year, and now that Elva Kaffe has come and gone, the Christmas decorations are up, and we have lots of snow on the ground, it seems like Christmas should be just around the corner, but with more than three weeks to go before the big day arrives, we could be in for quite a long wait. All in all, though, it’s fun to have things to look forward to and get ready for, and even though the time may seem to move slowly when you are looking forward to something, this Advent time of waiting and watching and preparing can be quite rich and meaningful.

There is another kind of waiting, one that is also referred to in the texts we read this advent season, and that is the waiting for the end times. Paul writes to the Romans, “salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near,” and Jesus says to his disciples, “you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” This kind of waiting does not usually bring about the excitement and joy that accompany the waiting for Christmas; rather, this is the Judgment day, the end of all things, and we are much more likely to be filled with a sense of fear and foreboding. Like the young child who hears the words, “You just wait until your father gets home,” or mother, or whomever the disciplinarian in the family is, we know that, whenever that happens, it will not be an entirely pleasant event.

There is, perhaps, one more kind of waiting, similar in some ways to the waiting for the first or the second coming of Christ, and that is the waiting for various milestones in our lives to pass. This waiting is often expressed as “I can’t wait until… (fill in the blank); then things will really change.” Maybe it’s waiting to be old enough to get your drivers’ license, or move out on your own; maybe it’s waiting to get that new job or promotion at work; maybe it’s waiting for the chance to retire or for grandkids to be born. Sometimes, this is a simple recognition of the many changes in our lives, and how our lives are different as we move from chapter to chapter. All too often, however, this waiting can become an excuse to put off changes that need to be made today. “I’ll just wait until we get the car paid off; then I’ll cut back at work and make more time for the kids.” “I’ll just wait until after the holidays; then I’ll get more exercise and take better care of myself.” “I’ll just wait until next semester; then I’ll really study hard and take my schoolwork seriously.” This kind of waiting is also known as procrastination, and it is not only unhealthy, it’s also unbiblical.

The apostle Paul writes, “You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep.” He then encourages us to “lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light.” Since we don’t know when the end will come, either of our own lives or of all things, we should live each day as if it were our last. Not in fear and foreboding, but in joy and thanksgiving. 

Perhaps you yourself or someone you know has had a close brush with death, and it has awakened a renewed appreciation for the simple things in life: the sound of snow crunching under your feet, the sight of salt trucks and snow plows working hard to clear the streets, the smell of hot cocoa waiting for you as you come in from shoveling. This is the spirit of Advent, in which we are awakened to the joys of each and every moment. 


This spirit of Advent can also inspire us to recommit our lives to the values and principles by which we want to live. In other words, why put off until tomorrow that which needs to be done today? If your kids are important to you, spend time with them now. If you need to take better care of yourself, do it now. If you want to live in a world where kindness, generosity, and peace reign supreme, then live that way now. Novelist Alice Walker wrote, “To the extent possible, you must live in the world today as you wish everyone to live in the world to come, otherwise the world you want will never be formed.” 


There’s no need to wait for Christmas for peace on earth to reign, for Christ has come, and Christ is here, and it’s up to us to accept his invitation to live in the light of the kingdom. Now is the day of our salvation; now is the time to awaken our hearts and minds to live rich and meaningful lives; now is the moment to eat the bread and drink the wine, as we taste the feast of new life that is waiting for us, right here, right now. Thanks be to God; amen.
