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2 Kings 21:19-22:2
Amon was twenty-two years old when he began to reign; he reigned two years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Meshullemeth daughter of Haruz of Jotbah. He did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, as his father Manasseh had done. He walked in all the way in which his father walked, served the idols that his father served, and worshiped them; he abandoned the Lord, the God of his ancestors, and did not walk in the way of the Lord. The servants of Amon conspired against him, and killed the king in his house. But the people of the land killed all those who had conspired against King Amon, and the people of the land made his son Josiah king in place of him. Now the rest of the acts of Amon that he did, are they not written in the Book of the Annals of the Kings of Judah? He was buried in his tomb in the garden of Uzza; then his son Josiah succeeded him. Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign; he reigned thirty-one years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Jedidah daughter of Adaiah of Bozkath. He did what was right in the sight of the Lord, and walked in all the way of his father David; he did not turn aside to the right or to the left. 

Matthew 18:1-5 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" He called a child, whom he put among them, and said, "Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 

(Preacher’s note: This sermon was used to introduce a musical presentation called “Good ‘Kings’ Come in Small Packages: The Story of Josiah the Mini-Monarch,” by Linda Rebuck and David and Bonnie Huntsinger)

Future or Present?
How many times have you heard the expression, “the youth are the future of the church”? I have learned that, whenever these words are said in the presence of any pastors or church workers, someone is likely to chime in, “They’re not the future, they’re the present!” This, of course, is true, and we need to remember that our children and youth are not merely “adults-in-training,” they are human beings, full and complete in their own right, capable of learning and teaching, giving and receiving, and loving and being loved. 

The story of King Josiah in the Old Testament is a wonderful example of this truth. He went from being the future king to the present king at the tender age of eight, and he ended up being one of the greatest kings of all, restoring the temple and returning the people to the ways of the Lord. [As we are about to hear in the musical,] It may have been difficult for the people of Israel to heed the commands of a boy-king, but it soon became apparent that they could indeed trust in his guidance, because he placed his trust in the king of the universe, God almighty. 

The issue of trust is central to our understanding of Josiah’s story, just as it is central to our lives of faith today. We find it difficult to place our trust in anyone or anything for very long, for nothing and no one seems to be worthy of our trust. Our politicians get elected by promising everything to everyone, and then fail to fulfill almost all of them. Our economy is shaky, our schools are struggling, our churches and religious leaders (present company excluded, of course) too often fail to be worthy of our trust, even our family and friends, those in whom we most need to trust, let us down, time and time again. We desperately want and need to trust in someone, to know that we can count on someone to be there for us in the future, based on how they have been there for us in the past, but no one fits the bill. 

Except, of course, for God. We hope and pray that “In God We Trust” is more that just a slogan on our currency, but a guiding principle of our lives. But just how do we trust in God, and why? In the psalms, we read that we can trust in God for the future, because God has been faithful in the past. God will deliver us from our enemies, because that’s what God has always done. God will give us victory over death and the grave, because that’s what God has done for us in Christ. 

In many ways, then, our ability to trust in God is no different than our ability to trust in others in our world; it’s all based on past performance. We will trust you in the future, we say, only if you have proved yourself to be trustworthy in the past. And yet, if this is the only foundation of our faith, I believe we fail to experience the fullness of what Christ intends for us. If our ability to trust in God is solely based on what God has done for us lately, then I think we’re missing the point. We do not trust in God just because God has earned our trust through a proven track record. If that were the case, then our faith and trust would wax and wane, dependent upon our perception of how well God was responding to our needs. 

No, I don’t believe we are called to trust in God just because of what God has done, but because of who God is. We are the creatures, and God is the creator, and that’s really all we need in order to trust in his goodness and mercy. I think children have a unique ability to place their trust in someone just because of who they are, a parent, a teacher, a friend. They don’t have such a sense of history, nor are they preoccupied with the future. Their focus is on the present moment, and on the relationship they have with the one in whom they place their trust. 
In Mathew’s gospel, Jesus tells his disciples, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” This is at least part of what Jesus was talking about, that we let go of our need to base our trust in the future on our experiences of the past, and simply believe and trust that, because God is God and we are his, all will be well. And, like the trusting child who reaches out their hand to grasp another as they cross the street, or like the young king Josiah, who did not turn aside to the right or to the left, we are all called to place our trust in who has promised to guide us each and every day in the way of peace and life. Thanks be to God; amen.
