Be Rooted
Genesis 28:10-19a
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

If you’ve ever done some gardening or know people who have, you have probably asked the question: “Where did those weeds come from?”  Regardless of where the weeds came from or how they got there, you want to get rid of them, right?  Stoop down and pull them out rather than have them overrun the garden plot.  Indeed, weeds are to be gotten rid of as soon as possible so that they don’t take water, sunlight, nutrients, and minerals away from your plants.  
It’s like how the slaves of the householder in Jesus’ parable reacted when they suddenly saw the weeds mixed in with the wheat: “Master, did you not sow good seed in your field?  Where, then, did these weeds come from?”  After all, good seeds do not produce weeds.  So again, where did the weeds come from?
The picture that the parable gives is a troubling one.  Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to someone who sowed good seed in his field.  But the one sowing the good seed doesn’t end up with only good, grain-bearing plants.  An enemy has also done some planting overnight, and weeds now sprout up among the wheat.  The weeds and the wheat grow so close together that pulling the weeds would uproot the wheat as well.  The fullness of the kingdom of heaven has not yet been revealed as promised, since there are still lots of weeds to contend with in our lives and in our world: weeds planted by the devil, an enemy of God.

Jesus, though, alerts us in the parable that God’s judgment will finally root out and separate what is evil from what is good.  At the end of the age, there will be no good and evil continuing to grow together with interlocking root systems.  For God will have rooted out the evil and separated it from the good: “Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn,” Jesus says.  
But even though we hear word of God’s final judgment, we are still entangled in weeds that do not go away.  And we can be tempted to take matters into our own hands.  We can be tempted to put ourselves in the place of God as judge and attempt to do the weeding ourselves—like when the slaves ask, “Then do you want us to go and gather the weeds?”  When, in fact, trying to root out the people we’ve determined are the weeds can actually leave us uprooted.  For as Jesus warns, “...in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them.”  Indeed, Jesus warns us of this danger of being uprooted by showing us how fragile our relationship with God actually is, and how easily our relationship with God can be damaged.  
Our relationship with God is as easily damaged as a wheat plant being uprooted as we try to pull a nearby weed out of the ground.  And we become uprooted—when out of arrogance, hurt, anger, and disappointment in our own families, in our own political system, and in our churches—we divide and separate one another into either the weeds or the wheat.  And then find ourselves so easily uprooted, having damaged our relationship with God and others. 

The danger of being uprooted is nothing new; it’s been around ever since people have been around.  Consider, for instance, a man named Jacob who finds himself uprooted in our story from Genesis.  

Prior to what happens in that story—just for some background—Jacob, the younger brother, had cheated his older brother Esau out of his birthright.  One day when Esau had come in from the fields and was especially hungry, Jacob convinced Esau to sell him his birthright in return for some red stew he had cooked up.  And he didn’t stop there.  Jacob then proceeded to lie to his blind father Isaac by dressing up like his brother Esau and pretending to be him.  And that was how Jacob stole the blessing, which his father intended to give Esau.  Now clearly, Jacob is not a guy you want to teach kids to be like.  Not a good role model or moral example…  

And Jacob’s mother, Rebekah, wasn’t much better.  For Rebekah knew that God had promised to bless Jacob.  Yet she was the mastermind behind Jacob lying to his father in order that he might secure his father’s blessing for himself.  And so Jacob had cheated his brother and lied to his father in order to secure God’s blessing, which he felt he deserved.  But where did all of that lead him?

It led to him being on the run…Fleeing from home…Being alone and uprooted…
His brother Esau wanted to kill him, after all, for stealing his father’s blessing from him.  So Jacob fled for his life, and we find him alone in a strange land, uprooted from his home and family, with nothing but a rock for a pillow to lay his head on, and with God’s blessing nowhere in sight.  Through all of his own attempts to root out the weeds and secure God’s blessing for himself, he had become uprooted.
Uprooted—as we can find ourselves too.  Can’t you find yourself uprooted when you try to pull the weeds that entangle you?  When you become uprooted and entangled in the weeds that lead you to believe that God could never forgive you for all that you’ve done and you must bear the guilt and shame of your past alone; or the weeds that convince you that you have no need for God and the people God has given to care for you; or the weeds that prevent you from being a loving and committed spouse, friend, or neighbor to those who need you; or the weeds that tempt you to resort to lying and cheating others in order to try and secure God’s blessing for yourself.  And many other weeds besides.
However, despite the wheat and the weeds being ever-so-entangled in our own lives, thankfully, it’s not up to you and me to do the weeding.  We are not meant to be uprooted while trying to pull the weeds ourselves.  No, you are meant to take root from the good seed of the kingdom of heaven, which God himself has planted.

After all, at the moment that Jacob is uprooted from his home, his family, and any sign of God’s blessing, God comes to him.  God comes to Jacob by surprise as he’s lying down in a strange unknown place using a stone for his pillow, and God extends to Jacob the promise that God had made to his father, Isaac, and his grandfather, Abraham.  God takes uprooted Jacob as he is and replants him so that Jacob takes root in that wonderfully gracious promise God makes to him—God’s promise to be with him and to bless him with land and numerous descendants in order that they may be a blessing to all the families of the earth.

In the same way God has come to us and replants us, no matter how uprooted we get.  We take root from the good seed of the kingdom of heaven, which Jesus has already planted.  The weeds continue to entangle us, but they no longer choke and overpower us because our roots form from the good seed Jesus has planted.  Our roots come from all the planting Jesus has already done.

You, then, are rooted in the kingdom of heaven, the seeds of which Jesus has already planted.  The harvest has not yet come and the weeds are still entangled with the wheat.  But God has given you roots so that you may grow and bear grain and be a blessing to others.  And in doing so, help the kingdom grow.  For in the words of St. Paul, “As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him...”  

Be rooted.  Bear grain.  Be a blessing.  
Thanks be to God.  Amen.    
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