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1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

    Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, [2] through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain. [3] For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, [4] and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, [5] and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. [6] Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. [7] Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. [8] Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. [9] For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. [10] But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. [11] Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 

Luke 5:1-11 

    Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, [2] he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. [3] He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. [4] When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” [5] Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” [6] When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. [7] So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. [8] But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” [9] For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; [10] and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” [11] When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. 

Who, Me?
So, what’s your call story? Those of us in the ordained ministry are used to hearing this question from time to time, and it usually means, “When did you decide to become a pastor?” Or, to use more theological language, “When and how did God call you into the ministry?” In fact, the seminar I am in now for my Doctor of Ministry program in Congregational Mission and Leadership is requiring us to write a 15-20 page spiritual autobiography, in which we are to detail all the events in our life that have helped shape us as the pastors and leaders we are today. The basic assumption is that God has been at work on us throughout our lives, guiding and shaping us in many and various ways, through all the twists and turns of our unique and individual lives. God has called us in lots of ways, through lots of people, and God is continuing to call and shape us today and will continue to call and shape us into the future.

I believe that this is true not just for those of us in the ordained ministry, but for all of us.  So I ask you, “What’s your call story?”  You could well be thinking, “Who, me? I don’t have one. God has never spoken to me about anything; I don’t have a dramatic call or conversion story. Not that I wouldn’t mind a little clarity from on high; I just haven’t heard or seen any.”


On the one hand, this is true; I don’t know anyone who has a call story that is as dramatic the Apostle Paul or St. Peter, the two individuals highlighted in our readings today. But on the other hand, I don’t think we can get off the hook that easily. Let’s take a look at their stories to see if we can get some clarity about our stories.

First, Paul. You may recall that Paul was a Roman citizen by birth and a Jew, a Pharisee in fact, well-educated in the Jewish law and zealous for its enforcement. Paul was personally responsible for the imprisonment and death of many Christians because he believed them to be violating the laws of God. And then one day, while riding to Damascus, he was thrown from his horse, blinded by God, and converted into the greatest missionary the Christian church has ever known.  

And then there’s Peter, a common, ordinary fisherman who is minding his own business, cleaning his nets, when along comes Jesus.  He hops in Peter’s boat, uses it as a floating pulpit, and then tells Peter how to haul in the biggest catch of his life. When they return to shore, Peter leaves everything behind and follows Jesus, becoming the rock upon which the entire Christian church is built.

I would think that none of us has a story anywhere near as compelling or dramatic as these two. But that doesn’t mean we can’t learn something from them, if we take a closer look.  First, I find it interesting to note that God did not require Paul and Peter to become completely different people in order to follow him. Certainly, their lives changed direction, drastically, but the same basic traits that made Paul a successful Pharisee and Peter a successful fisherman were used by God to make them successful in their new callings, as well. And second, I am struck by the fact that each of them felt unworthy of following Christ.  Paul called himself “the least of all the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle,” and Peter cried out to Jesus, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” And third, Paul and Peter both realized that it was only by the grace of God that they could be the kind of people that Christ was calling them to be.

Could not these same things be true of each and every one of us? God can use us, whatever our background, whatever wounds and scars we might carry in our heart and in our soul, whatever gifts and talents, or quirks and foibles make us who we are, God can use us, just as we are, to reach someone. You may not feel worthy enough, or smart enough, or qualified enough to serve God in the establishment of God’s righteous rule of love, but let me tell you a secret:  we all feel that way from time to time. There is only one way that any of us is ever worthy of participating in the divine mission, and that is because God has made us worthy through the waters of grace, the waters of baptism. 

When God washed us in these waters, God claimed us as his sons and daughters, and God called us to be his servants. Yes, God calls a few of us to make preaching and teaching and ministering our profession, but God calls all of us to follow him. God calls all of us because God needs all of us, to be his hands and feet, to shine his light, to spread his love. 

So, let me ask you again: What’s your call story? It begins here, in the waters of your baptism. Where has it gone from there? Who are the people who have shaped and nourished you, what are the events that have marked and defined you, who or what brings you great joy or sadness, who or what fills you with deep love or hatred, what are your dreams and your fears? It all makes you who you are today, a precious member of God’s family, and an important part of God’s team.

The next time you are present for a baptism here, I invite you to pay close attention to the words of our baptismal liturgy. When the pastors introduce the newly baptized to the congregation, we say these words: “Through baptism, God has made this new brother/sister a member of the priesthood we all share in Christ Jesus, that we may proclaim the praise of God and bear his creative and redeeming word to the world.”  We are all called to be priests, we are all called to sing God’s praises and bring his word to the world.

But that’s not all. God does not just call us in and send us out, God also promises to go with us every step of the way. Through the bread and wine of this sacred meal, God’s Spirit enters us, redeems us, and strengthens us as we seek to live out our many callings in the world. Wherever we go, however we decide to answer God’s call, we can trust that we are surrounded and filled with God’s presence, who will continue to guide our words and our actions. Our story is an important part of God’s story, and I can’t wait to see what the next chapter will be. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
