6-17-07 Sermon

3rd Sunday after Pentecost

Luke 7:36-8:3

2 Samuel 11:26-12:10, 13-15

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

A woman at the airport waiting to catch her flight bought herself a bag of cookies, settled in a chair in the airport lounge and began to read her book. 

Suddenly she noticed the man beside her helping himself to her cookies. Not wanting to make a scene, she read on, ate cookies, and watched the clock. 

As the daring "cookie thief" kept on eating the cookies she got more irritated and said to herself, "If I wasn't so nice, I'd blacken his eye!" 

She wanted to move the cookies to her other side but she couldn’t bring her self to do it. With each cookie she took, he took one too. 

When only one was left, she wondered what he would do. Then with a smile on his face and a nervous laugh, he took the last cookie and broke it in half. He offered her half, and he ate the other. 

She snatched it from him and thought, "Oh brother, this guy has some nerve, and he's also so rude, why, he didn't even show any gratitude!" 

She sighed with relief when her flight was called. She gathered her belongings and headed for the gate, refusing to look at the ungrateful "thief." 

She boarded the plane and sank in her seat, reached in her bag to get a book to read and forget about the incident. Next to her book was her bag of – you guessed it - cookies.
Sometimes we need to take a second look.
Sometimes we need to look deeper.
One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee’s house and took his place at the table. She stood behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears and to dry them with her hair. Then she continued kissing his feet and anointing them with the ointment.And a woman in the city, who was a sinner, having learned that he was eating in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment. 
Do you see this woman?

This is the question Jesus asks of Simon – the host of the dinner to which Jesus had been invited.
Do you see this woman and if you do, what do you see.
If you have ever been in an uncomfortable social situation you may have a sense for what this dinner party was like.
I’m sure this woman made everyone uneasy. 
I am surprised Simon didn’t ask her to leave out of courtesy to his other guests and especially to Jesus. But by the time she got to Jesus, crying her tears on his feet and wiping his feet with her hair, it was too late for Simon to do anything but let it alone.
She has no name and the only thing we do know about her is that she is from the city and a sinner – the rest is left up to our imagination and it is easy to label her and make assumptions about her.

But consider this and listen to what she has to say to you and me.

She goes to Jesus with complete and utter abandonment. 
Nothing is held back.
She goes to Jesus as an open book and offers up no excuses for her past – whatever that was – we have our assumptions about it but we don’t really know – she doesn’t blame anyone else – she doesn’t try and justify anything.

She stands behind him weeping – in a public setting;

· her tears evidence of a broken heart and spirit 

· her tears evidence of her weariness

· weariness of a life that was empty

· a life seeking something more than whatever it was she had

· she was just plain tired.
That’s what happens when our brokenness breaks us down. 
It becomes too much for us to carry.

Do you see this woman?

Simon, the host of Jesus sees her but he doesn’t see her. Like so many who claim to be religious, he sees only part of her and based on the one part he judges her. 
After all, what is religion for if not to enable one to discern between good and bad, the righteous and the unrighteous. Isn’t that how religion is often used – to make distinctions and judgments. And Simon was a very religious man – and a judgmental man.
Then turning toward the woman, Jesus  said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with her hair.
You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not stopped kissing my feet. 
Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; hence she has shown great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.” 
Her love of Jesus is a response to the grace of God.

Her love is a response to Jesus’ forgiveness not a condition for his forgiveness.

Her tears,

Her kisses,

Her anointing of Jesus is an offering to the one – the only one who sees her and loves her with a different set of eyes.

This woman invites you and me to take a second look – a deeper look into our own lives.

She invites us into an honest assessment of our brokenness and then she invites us to go to the one who can actually do something about it.
Take a look inside and what do you see. 
If you are whole and perfect 
if there is no shame in your life,
no regrets that linger 
or words you wish you could take back 
or deeds that could be undone; 
then you have no need for this Jesus.
But if you have been broken by your brokenness and you carry with you the weight of sin, be they few or many – then come to the banquet of the Lord and hear His word to you;
Your sins are forgiven 
your faith has saved you 
go in peace.
Thanks be to God

Amen

Call to worship – Psalm 32:1-2

1    Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,
    whose sin is covered.

2    Happy are those to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity,
    and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

Let us pray

We gather this morning Lord to seek your forgiveness and mercy in our lives. Speak your word of truth and grant us ears to hear your voice. For Jesus sake. Amen

Prayers

Lord, you know the conditions of each of our lives – you know the things that we do that cause you displeasure – we come this morning seeking your mercy and truth. Help us Lord to see and to say those things that will bring relief – forgiveness-wholeness in our lives – help us to be bold in our confession so that we might know the riches of your love – LIYM

Lord Jesus – we pray this morning for the healing of hearts that are broken by sin and pain – we pray for the healing of hearts that are filled with sadness – the family and friends of Ray Nyhus - Matt Kirkwood and family as the mourn the death of his grandmother Dorothy - Chantal Stecker and her family as the grieve the death of her sister - Amanda and Horacio Castillo who grieve the loss of a child during pregancy. We pray for the healing of lives that struggle with illness and disease – Bill Ruhl, Shirley Mattson, Mary Nordtvedt, Ken Lang, John Schneider, Duane Freier, Nikki Shibata – grant peace, hope and strength to these your children. LIYM

We pray for the newly baptized –Henrich Herschbach. Wash him Lord, with your love and grace as he begins a faith relationship with you this day. And bless his parents and sponsors with joy as they nurture him in the faith. LIYM

We celebrate with Anne-Marie Kruse and Mark Ericson as they begin the journey of marriage – bless and guide them Lord. Be with the Nelson’s as they celebrate the birth of Brody. LIYM
Lord God, continue to send your Spirit upon this faith community and into each of our lives – may we bear witness to you this week by our words and our deeds – as we live and walk in the light of your love this week. 

We pray all these things in the name of the one who taught us to pray……..Our Father

Announcements
Welcome to worship – friendship pads
thank musicians; Tom and Kristi Sullivan

Kathy Andrews and the Eagan Men’s Chorus

Please note the inserts – ministry and fellowship opportunities are plentiful this summer.

In our prayers this morning we remember; Bill Ruhl, Shirley Mattson, Mary Nordtvedt, Ken Lang, John Schneider, Duane Freier, Nikki Shibata 
The family and friends of Ray Nyhhus - Matt Kirkwood and family on the death of his grandmother Dorothy – Amanda and Horacio Castillo who have lost a child during pregnancy. We celebrate the marriage of Anne-Marie Kruse and Mark Ericson and the baptism of Henrich Herschbach and the birth of Brody Nelson 

Thanks for being in worship today – may God bless your day of Sabbath rest
2 Samuel 11:26-12:10, 13-15

26When the wife of Uriah heard that her husband was dead, she made lamentation for him. 6he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.”5Then David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man. He said to Nathan, “As the LORD lives, the man who has done this deserves to die; 4Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was loath to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him, but he took the poor man’s lamb, and prepared that for the guest who had come to him.” 3but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. He brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his children; it used to eat of his meager fare, and drink from his cup, and lie in his bosom, and it was like a daughter to him. 2The rich man had very many flocks and herds; 12:1and the LORD sent Nathan to David. He came to him, and said to him, “There were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor. 27aWhen the mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she became his wife, and bore him a son. 11:27bBut the thing that David had done displeased the LORD, 
9Why have you despised the word of the LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? 8I gave you your master’s house, and your master’s wives into your bosom, and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too little, I would have added as much more. 7Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: I anointed you king over Israel, and I rescued you from the hand of Saul; 
You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 15Then Nathan went to his house.14Nevertheless, because by this deed you have utterly scorned the LORD, the child that is born to you shall die.” 13David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” Nathan said to David, “Now the LORD has put away your sin; you shall not die. 12For you did it secretly; but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun.” 11Thus says the LORD: I will raise up trouble against you from within your own house; and I will take your wives before your eyes, and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this very sun. 10Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, for you have despised me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife. 
