People talk about the Bible a lot but we don’t always know how to use it.  While we know that it’s a valuable tool, we often use it more as the choicest weapon.  You might have experienced that before, too – a back-and-forth battle using words of scripture as bullets.  Sometimes it seems that no matter what point of view you have, you can find words of scripture to defend it.  That means you have to be very careful and deliberate about how, when, and why you use it.

This careful use of scripture matters a great deal in today’s gospel.  In this story, Jesus is driven out to the wilderness, alone, hungry, and tired.  There, when he was the weakest, was where Satan found him.  When he was the most hungry, Satan challenged him to turn all the stones into bread to eat.  He challenged Jesus to toss himself off a building so God could step in and save him.  He showed him all the world and offered it to Jesus, if only he’d let Satan be in charge.  Daily bread, questions of God’s involvement in the world, and deciding who to give ultimate power to: these are struggles we each face, sometimes on a daily basis.
How does Jesus respond to these questions?  He responded with scripture.  He uses God’s Word to give himself courage, strength, and focus.  With every curve ball the devil throws at him, Jesus responds with a resounding home run of scripture usage.  It is an example that can inspire us to greater knowledge of the Bible and greater courage to use it often in our daily lives to respond to temptations and sort out right from wrong when the devil confronts us, too.  
But there’s something even more incredible about the way Jesus uses scripture in this challenge.  He uses them in such a way that constantly point back towards his Father, giving God the glory, even as Satan is tempting him to find ways to be most important, most self-centered, most powerful.  When Jesus responds to Satan’s challenges and questions, he isn’t using the scripture for just any reason, especially not to make himself appear more powerful or wise.  He is using it to continually point back to where the power and control belongs.  He claims righteousness for God alone.
You need to know scripture to use scripture.  And no matter how much you think you know about this book, there is always more to learn.  The more time you spend in this book, the more options you have for devotion, reflection, and encouragement.  Reading and studying scripture, especially with others that you can engage in conversation about it, can really only strengthen you in your faith.

When you become more engaged with the Bible, you will inevitably use it more and more.  However, the way we use scripture in our own lives reveals a great deal about who we are and what we hold most important. We can use it to redirect our own hearts and minds, bringing ourselves back to God.  We can use it to glorify God, to sing about the good things God has done and will continue to do.  
Or, we can use scripture as a weapon.  We can use it to attack, to temp, to mislead, to punish, and to torment others.  After all, even the devil can quote scripture.  He does so in verse six, pulling out a lovely portion of Psalm 91 – on Sunday we will sing the beautiful song “On Eagle’s Wings”, and we’ll be using the same scripture as Satan.  Simply being able to quote scripture – especially when it supports whatever whim you happen to have – doesn’t mean you’re using scripture well, or even right.  You may be using it like a weapon. 

Like so many things in our lives, it is ultimately about power.  What are you using the Good Book for?  If you are using it to make yourself sound good, to defend the positions you simply feel most comfortable about, to make other people feel bad, to gain power and glory for yourself – you are using it as a weapon.  Even the devil can do that.  This book is not about making you important or putting the entire world’s power in your hands.  But if you are using this book to put the power where it belongs – in God’s hands – then use this book.
But let me warn you: the Bible is not as neat and simple as some might make it seem.  In fact, I get suspicious whenever someone quotes scripture as a basic answer to a pretty complicated question.  There is a reason that both Jesus and Satan could face off with the words of the Bible.  Like any good tool, it can be used for multiple reasons, and not all of them are always good.  Sometimes, the Bible leaves you with more questions than answers.  

Are you wondering whether or not women should be in positions of leadership in the church?  You will easily find verses that support both preferences.  Want to know if Christians can go to war?  There are plenty of Biblical texts that would back you up, whether you’re pro- or anti-war.  Trying to decide how many wives to have?  Jacob had four, but Paul says you shouldn’t have any.  And the more you learn about it, the more questions you might raise.
But this is why we have to be especially careful about the way we use the Bible.  It isn’t so neat and tidy as we might want to think.  And if you think you have come to a definitive decision based on scripture, there is likely to be someone else who has used this book to come to exactly the opposite position. When we quote scripture back and forth, trying to one-up each other with our Biblical prowess, we make this book into a sharp, heavy rock that we heave at each other’s heads, trying to knock the other down. Instead of using this book as a weapon to make yourself right and tear down someone else, use it to glorify God, love your neighbor, and increase your faith.  

