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Acts 1:6-14 

    So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" [7] He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. [8] But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." [9] When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. [10] While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. [11] They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven." 

    [12] Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day's journey away. [13] When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. [14] All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11

    Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. [13] But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ's sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. [14] If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 

    Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. [7] Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. [8] Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. [9] Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. [10] And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. [11] To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 

John 17:1-11 

    After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 

    "I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 
Building God’s House


The dust is flying, the cinder blocks are being laid, and excitement is in the air as people begin to imagine what new ministries might be possible in the new space being built. This is true not only here at Augustana, where we are in the midst of a massive building renovation and expansion project, but also in Guatemala, where they are beginning work on the second floor of the Guest House and Seminary at the Lutheran Center in Guatemala City. In both places, the church is taking significant steps forward, seeking to build a space for the ministry of God’s church to grow and flourish and creating places for education, fellowship, hospitality and worship. In both places, we are striving to heed God’s call to not just build the church, but to be the church, reaching out to all with the powerful message of God’s redeeming love in Christ.

I was privileged to travel to Guatemala in late March for the dedication of the first phase of the Guest House, which will house visiting delegations from the US as well as the Guatemalan leaders who travel to the city four to six times a year for national council meetings and leadership development. At the dedication service, Bishop Peter Rogness of the Saint Paul Area Synod spoke of how the very stones and bricks of the building speak of God’s love and welcome for all, and how that place will continue to call people together, from distant lands and different cultures, and enrich and empower them all for the mission of bringing God’s love and God’s justice to the world.


As I reflect upon the various building projects going on, not only our building expansion and the building of the Guest House, but also the building of the student housing project in the city of Dolores, so that students from our companion congregation in La Esmeralda and other nearby communities can attend junior high and high school, I would invite us to consider that we are not only called to build houses of bricks and mortar. We are also called to build God’s house, the places in which love and mercy dwell. In fact, the Greek word “oikumene,” from which we get our word ecumenical, has to do with seeing the whole world as God’s house. Wherever we go, whatever we do, we are called to participate in the construction of God’s reign of love, so that all children everywhere might live in peace and safety, and they might have a life in which education, and health care, and dignity are not distant ideals, but present and concrete realities. This is God’s will for all of creation, and our calling is to build safe havens, places within which people can come together and receive the guidance, and the vision, and the strength we need to go out as a unified force into the world and participate in the establishment of God’s kingdom on earth.


 This is the vision that Jesus lifted up when he prayed the words recorded in John’s gospel, “Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” We need to reclaim this gift of unity, this gift which originates in the heart of God, and we need to live as a unified people in the midst of a world that tries to tear us apart. There are so many forces that seek to divide us into different categories and pit black against white, red state against blue state, rich against poor, citizen against immigrant, management against labor, male against female, and it’s high time that we in the church stood our ground and said, “No; we’re not going to play that game. We are all children of the same God, we are all sinners redeemed by God’s grace, we are all brothers and sisters who yearn to love and be loved and who simply want to live our lives with peace and dignity.” We may have different ways of living our lives and expressing ourselves and understanding our place in the world, but we cannot let go of the simple truth that what unites us is so much deeper, and stronger, and more enduring than anything that divides us. 

Our task, then, as children of this united and unifying God, is to participate in the establishment of God’s kingdom of unity, justice, and love. We may not be able to turn the whole world into a place that reflects God’s vision of life, but we can certainly begin by creating those spaces here, in this place, and in the churches in Guatemala and Tanzania. We can join with our sisters and brothers in the global church and boldly proclaim that this is God’s house, and we’re going to live by God’s rules. In this place, all are welcome. In this place, everyone’s gift matters. In this place, every voice shall be heard, every story valued, and every prayer embraced. In this place, we will share our dreams and our doubts, our sadness and our joy, our pain and our promise. In this place, we will simply not allow the seeds of discord and division to take root.

The offering we gather today will be a significant witness to our unity in Christ, and it will be a part of our ongoing effort to build a world in which Gospel values reign supreme. Thank you for your generosity; thank you for your partnership in the Gospel; thank you for your willingness to say No to that which tears us down and drives us apart, and Yes to that which builds us up and brings us together as the body of Christ. Thanks be to God; amen.
