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Acts 11:1-18 

    Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, saying, "Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?" Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, "I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, 'Get up, Peter; kill and eat.' But I replied, 'By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.' But a second time the voice answered from heaven, 'What God has made clean, you must not call profane.' This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, 'Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.' And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, 'John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.' If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?" When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, "Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life." 

Revelation 21:1-6 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away."  And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new." Also he said, "Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true." Then he said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. 

John 13:31-35 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.' I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." 

Love Grows

“Love grows, one by one, two by two and four by four. Love goes round in a circle, comes back knocking at your front door.”  So goes a children’s song that we teach to the kids in our preschool and Kids’ Kingdom ministries, a simple song that hearkens back to the commandment given by Jesus to his disciples on that first Holy Thursday. “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” This is, of course, one of the most basic truths of the Christian life, that we are called to love, so basic that it may seem to go without saying. And yet, it never ceases to amaze me how powerful and life-changing love can be.


It was love that caused Janet Metcalfe to continue to think and pray about the people of La Esmeralda in Guatemala after spending two weeks with them in 2001. She had spent time with them, had gotten to know their names and heard their stories, and she could not get them out of her head, because they had taken hold of her heart. It was love that moved her to ask Augustana to consider adding to our global mission emphasis in Tanzania by establishing a second companion congregation in Guatemala.  It has been our trust in the power of love that has led us to say yes to this partnership and to give it the support it has needed to grow.


In the past five years, this love has continued to take root, and flourish, and spread far beyond what anyone involved could have dreamed. Not only have dozens of people from Augustana traveled to Guatemala, and not only have we sent tens of thousands of dollars to support the ministry there, we have also seen this relationship grow to include other congregations in the Saint Paul Area Synod. Two years ago, the synod formally established its second companion synod relationship with the Augustinian Lutheran Church of Guatemala, and we now have five congregations that have or are forming companion congregation relationships. We hope that, within the next five years, each of the 17 congregations in the Guatemalan church will be partnered.  Each time a new relationship is formed, each time stories are shared, each time sisters and brothers in Christ are discover their unity in Christ, love grows. 

This is the amazing yet simple truth of all work that is born in the heart of Christ. And this is why I have such confidence that the gifts we offer up today in our Global Mission offering, whatever their size, will flourish and grow and bear fruit. Here’s just one example: some of the support that we send down to the central office in Guatemala is used to establish a revolving loan fund, so that women’s groups can begin various economic development projects. One group of women, in a small village in northern Guatemala, took out a loan of around $200 to begin a project with chickens, in which they would raise and sell the chicks. They agreed to pay back the loan in twelve months, but they were able to pay it back in six. In addition, they were so excited by their success that they gave an additional gift so that more women’s groups could begin projects of their own. Never underestimate the power of a small gift, given in love; it can change the world.

This is what I hope we can take forward from this day and apply to our lives, not just with regards to our global partnerships, but with our entire lives. God has blessed us all with differing gifts in various amounts. The one thing that God has given to all of us, and to which there is absolutely no limit, is the gift of love. So, whatever we do, however we do it, however large or small we think our contribution is, we are called to offer it up in love and trust that God will make it grow. 

Jesus said, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.” That’s it; nothing more, nothing less. Just love. I realize that, in the face of all the problems the world has today—starvation and genocide, global warming and unending violence—it may not seem that love is enough. But it is, because it grows: one by one, two by two, and four by four. Love grows, and it never stops growing. I believe this because I have seen it, here at Augustana, and in Guatemala and around the world. The Spirit of love is alive and well, and when we open our hearts and our lives to participate in its power, there’s no telling how far it will carry us, there’s no telling how many lives will be changed. Thanks be to God; amen.




