Nov 11, 2007
Augustana Lutheran, Service of Healing

Carried to Christ

Debra Ost, Preacher, Chaplain, Allina Hospice
Mark 2:1-12;  Col 3:12-17

Prayer: Grace and peace be to you from God our Creator, Christ Jesus our Savior and the Holy Spirit who lives among us.
Thank you for inviting me to share the Word with you during this Service of Healing. It is especially meaningful to me to be with you today. As some of you know, I recently received a call from the Saint Paul Area Synod to serve as hospice chaplain and will be ordained here at Augustana next month.  I want you to know that the support and encouragement that you have given me and my family during my theological training and my call process has been absolutely essential in bring me to this point.  So, I invite you to join me in worship and celebration on Sat Dec 8th at 1 pm for a Service of Ordination. It will be one of many milestones and life-passages that this congregation has shared with me and my family in the nearly 30 years that we have been members here.

During that time you have 
· Supported us as we grieved the death of a parent and pregnancy loss.

· Guided our children in their faith formation: celebrating with us baptisms, confirmations, graduations; being present with us during challenges and stresses.
· Walked with us during a frightening journey through cancer and chemotherapy.

· You have sent cards, delivered flowers, given rides, prepared meals, sat with us in hospital waiting rooms and prayed with us.

You, in this faith community, have carried us through the highs and lows of the past 30 years.
I think of you every day in my work as chaplain. When I meet with patients I routinely assess their support system. Is there family involvement?  Do they have support from their faith community: friends from church, a communion volunteer, a trained Befriender, a visiting pastor?  If the answer is Yes and Yes to family and faith community, healing (Not Curing) is evident even in the midst of a devastating diagnosis.  If the answer is No and No, then the road to healing is often very long and lonely.
There is indeed a connection between community support and healing, but it’s hardly a new discovery.  Today’s gospel gives evidence of it. News of Jesus had been spreading - in the city of Capernaum and all around the region of Galilee. News of how he interpreted scripture, cast out demons, cured lepers and healed the sick. 
Imagine that scene in Capernaum: a man, paralyzed, lying on his mat; his friends grabbing the corners, rushing towards Jesus’ home. Never mind that Jesus was hosting a Biblical Studies seminar, not a healing service.  They didn’t care, because they knew - today, right here - there was hope for their friend. They had watched him wasting away in body and spirit. Lately, he was either angry or despondent, often refusing to talk or eat. They’d run out of ideas - until they heard this Good News about Jesus.
Then imagine their great disappointment when they discovered the large crowd pressing upon Jesus, and they realized there was no way they’d be able to push their way through.

But they didn’t turn back. They were on a mission of healing on behalf of their friend: a mission that was leading them to Jesus.  They believed what they had heard about Jesus’ power to heal. If they had to climb to the roof and dig through six inches of hard mud with their bare hands – they would do it. 
As they carried the man and his mat precariously up the to the roof, they were probably reassuring him as friends do:
· “We’ll get you there, just hang on. Don’t worry. It’ll be all right.
· We know Jesus can heal you. He won’t turn you away. 
· We’ll stay with you, even if we have to sleep up here.”
And so they dug and clawed their way through and dropped him down, right in front of Jesus. The Gospel says, “When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”   
Some in the room were angered – incensed - by Jesus’ granting forgiveness.  It wasn’t because Jesus linked forgiveness and healing. At that time, there was an understood connection between sin and illness: leprosy, deformities, seizures, and most every kind of physical and emotional ailment was believed to be caused by demon possession or unresolved transgressions. 

The sticking point for these Men of the Law was that “God alone has the authority to forgive sins.”  What was Jesus saying about himself anyway? That he was God? 

For the group of faithful friends peering down through the roof, this whole business of authority likely didn’t make much sense. 
Did you notice?  The gospel reports: “Jesus saw Their faith” - it doesn’t talk about his faith. The man wasn’t able to get to Jesus on his own- physically and perhaps spiritually. Maybe that day he had serious doubts about Jesus’ power. Is it any wonder?  After years of lying on a mat, he had perhaps given up hoping, stopped believing in anything or anyone. So maybe Jesus was forgiving him for his lack of faith.
But the friends did have faith - that’s what brought them to this place.  And about Jesus authority?? Fact was, as they carried their companion to Christ, he couldn’t walk. Now he could.  Somewhere along the way, healing happened.  They knew it was God at work! 

We see in this gospel story and - in our own story at Augustana - a community of faith that draws together and towards Christ.  
You and I are gathered in this place today because we each need a word of forgiveness and acceptance, we each need healing.  What is it for you?
1. a broken relationship
2. struggle with addiction or depression
3. an illness or disability
4. grief over the death of a loved one
What needs healing in your life today????

The Good News for us, as it was for the paralytic, is that Christ has the power to forgive us and heal us - amidst our anger, our apathy, and even our lack of faith. 
So we come here as a faith community to lift up and support each other.
The pastoral letter to the Colossians instructs how to do that: “Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness and patience.  Bear with one another, forgive and love each other.”
We bring ourselves to one another in Christ by:
· acknowledging our doubts to build up another’s faith.
· showing our weakness in order to be a source of strength.
· remembering our own hopelessness to provide a glimmer of hope.
And as you and I draw together towards Jesus – in the sanctuary, on a rooftop, in a hospital room - we discover that we are actually carrying one another to Christ.  And then somewhere, along the way, healing happens. And we know God is at work.
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