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Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 

    As I watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took his throne, his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames, and its wheels were burning fire.  [10] A stream of fire issued and flowed out from his presence.  A thousand thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him.  The court sat in judgment, and the books were opened.  [13] As I watched in the night visions, I saw one like a human being coming with the clouds of heaven.  And he came to the Ancient One and was presented before him.  [14] To him was given dominion and glory and kingship, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not pass away, and his kingship is one that shall never be destroyed. 

Revelation 1:4b-8 

      Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, [5] and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

    To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, [6] and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.  [7] Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 

So it is to be. Amen.  [8] "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 

John 18:33-37 

Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, "Are you the King of the Jews?" [34] Jesus answered, "Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?" [35] Pilate replied, "I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?" [36] Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here." [37] Pilate asked him, "So you are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice."  

The King of Love
To be honest, I’ve never really been able to relate to the image of Christ as king.  I’ve never met a king, and we Americans are not very well-versed in royal customs or language.  I’ve never been forced to swear allegiance to anyone or anything, and we are pretty used to being able to switch allegiances at will.  If we don’t like the way our government is going, we vote out one set of rulers and put in some new ones.  If our favorite sports team has a bad year, we look for a better team to root for.  If the airline we like to fly loses our luggage, we’ll try another company the next time.  There are exceptions to this, of course, as we all know people who are incredibly loyal and wouldn’t think of switching allegiances so easily, but most of us believe it is our birthright to have the freedom to choose, and to change our choices when we decide it best to do so.  Who’s the king of our lives?  Truth be told, most of us would claim that we are the king of our own lives, that we are the ones calling the shots.


Or are we?  The story is told that, when Christian missionaries first arrived in the country of Ghana, in western Africa, they found that, in the dominant language, there was no way to ask the question, “What is your religion?”  The only way they could find out the religious affiliation of the people was to ask them, “Whom do you serve?”  It’s an interesting question for us today, as well.  I believe that we all serve someone, or something, we all have given our allegiance to something outside ourselves, whether or not we like to admit it.  Perhaps another way to identify the one whom we serve is by asking ourselves, “What is there to which I cannot say no?”  Is it hockey, or Vikings football, or saving for that cabin on the lake up north?  What is there that you will not let anything get in the way of?  Is it your children’s education, or your elderly parents’ care?  Is it your career, your home, your spouse, or your own physical enjoyment?  What is it that reigns supreme in your life, what comes first, what takes priority over everything else?  Whatever it is, that is your king; that is your God.  


As Christians, we know that we’re supposed to answer this question by saying that Christ is our king, that God almighty reigns supreme over us and all creation.  But is this really the truth of our lives?  Is it obvious by what we think, say, and do that Christ rules in our hearts?  Or have we become pretty adept at saying “no” to that which Christ asks of us?  “Oh, no, I couldn’t serve in that way right now.  I don’t have the time, I don’t have the patience, I’m just not good at that sort of thing.”  Or, “Oh, no, I couldn’t afford to do that right now.  Maybe after the kids are done with school, or the house is paid for, or my retirement is secure.”  There are times when all of us have found ways to say “no” to God, if not directly, then at least a qualified “no,” or at most a partial “yes.”

I suppose God could act as the kings of old, and insure allegiance among his subjects by invoking fear, a fear of severe and eternal punishment.  God could force us to be faithful through threats and intimidation, and there are many preachers through the ages and even today who promote this vision of a God who uses fear to bring us to faith.  I have come to believe, however, that, since God’s kingdom is not of this world, God’s tactics are not those of earthly kings.  Our king is a king of love, not fear, and our king shows that love by dying on a cross for us, so that we might live forever with him in glory.  Our king holds out the promise of what life can be like if we say “yes” to him, and then he allows us the freedom to choose.  Our king is a loving parent, one who winces when we make bad choices and set selfish priorities, and yet who keeps coming back to us to offer us a life of love, harmony, and peace, if only, if only, if only, we will say yes to him, a total, unreserved, unqualified, faith-filled, compassionate, trusting “Yes!”  “Yes, I will love you, yes, I will serve you, yes, I will be your light in the world, that others may see your light and love and come to know and trust and serve you, as well.”


Yes, we are free to choose, but the truth of the matter is that it is only by voluntarily giving up our freedom and subjecting ourselves to God’s will that we will ever experience the joy and the peace that we all so desperately long for.  

What does this look like?  Again, there are many, many ways that people live out their faithfulness to God’s will in their lives, but I have come to understand that it is not so much about private morality, but about how we love our neighbor.  There is a wonderful cartoon by Lutheran pastor and writer Dan Erlander that illustrates this quite well.  The drawing shows a man, kneeling in prayer, and on a hill just above him is Jesus, surrounded by a number of people who are poor, elderly, crippled, single moms, young children, and so on.  The man is asking, “Why is it that whenever I ask Jesus to come into my life he always brings his friends?”  

[image: image1.emf]


In other words, if we say we belong to the king of love, then our hearts will be open to include all the people embraced by that love.  Wherever people are beaten down by the forces of racism, arrogance, poverty, hatred, and fear, wherever people are excluded and isolated and made to feel less than human, wherever people have lost their way and given in to the material excesses of our modern world, wherever people have lost all hope that anyone cares, our task, as those who belong to the risen Lord, the king of love, is to offer up our lives in love and in service.  


When we say “yes” to God, there’s no telling just where God’s spirit will lead us.  There’s no telling what kind of sacrifices we will be called to make or what kind of risks we will be called to take.  All I know is that saying “yes” to God opens the door to the only life that is truly worth living.  All I know is that we are invited to worship this king, to give him our lives, to say “yes” to God, because God has already said “yes” to us.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.

