5-27-07 Sermon

Pentecost Sunday

Acts 2:1-21

John 14:8-17

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

10 days ago it was Ascension Day. 

10 days ago – 40 days after Easter Jesus is taken up into heaven.
Do you remember what you did 10 days ago? 

What was your May 17th like? 

What kind of promises did you make that day to people you love and care about and how have you fulfilled those promises?
10 days ago on Ascension Day Jesus makes a promise to people he loves and cares about.

10 days ago on Ascension Day Jesus makes a promise and the promise is given during a time of transition.
The promise is given at a time when significant change is about to take place in the lives of these people that Jesus loves and cares about. 
We hear the words of Jesus in Luke 24:49 - I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.
The promise is given and then Jesus says – stay put – remain right where you are until the promise fulfilled.
He tells us to do the one thing we don’t like to do and that is to do nothing – sit tight until it comes – stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power.

I am reminded of Abraham and Sarah – God promised them a child and Sarah was barren but God kept promising them they would have a child – do you remember the story – and they were both getting old and it was difficult to wait so Abraham and Sarah take matters in their own hands and cook up an idea that Abraham should have a child with Sarah’s slave girl Hagar and that’s what happens only it wasn’t what God promised.
God’s promise is fulfilled as Sarah finally becomes pregnant and the son God promised is born – Isaac.

Stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power.

Stay here – we don’t like to hear these kinds of instructions.

Especially if ‘here’ is not a place you want to be and let’s be honest – most of us don’t like times of transition or change. Most of us do not readily embrace the uncertainly and the sadness and the questions and the doubt and the fear that comes during these times.
We have a strong urge to act – to do something - anything but stay here – but that is exactly what Jesus tells us to do – stay here until you are clothed with power.
Robert Schuller tells of a winter at home, when his dad needed firewood. He found a dead tree and sawed it down. In the spring, to his dismay, he found new shoots had sprouted from the trunk. He said to his son, "I thought sure it was dead; the leaves had dropped, the twigs snapped, it seemed as if there was no life there. But now I see there is still life at the taproot of the old tree." 
He looked at his boy and said, "Bob, don't forget this important lesson. Never cut down a tree in the wintertime. Never make a negative decision in a low time. Never make your most important decisions when you are in your worst mood. Wait. Be patient. The spring will come." 
And so, the disciples waited 24 hours, then another day, then a week, and now it has been 10 days, but still they waited - waited and prayed for a promise to be fulfilled.
 

Jesus told them - And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 

I wonder if they remembered His words as they waited those 10 days. I wonder if they recalled the promise he made to them.

Because if they remembered the promise – if they recalled the words of Jesus as they waited – it had to give them strength. 

If they recalled the words of Jesus in the midst of community it had to give them hope.
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
Promise fulfilled
It is the promise of power – and you shall be my witnessed in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth. We often don’t even realize this power which is at work in our lives. I was at a retirement party the other day and as I listened to the tributes being given about a vocational life lived out in service to others I couldn’t help but think that this person wasn’t fully aware of the power which had been at work in His life – but it was there. Day after day the promise fulfilled in and through one person’s life.
It is the promise of peace – that moment that always comes as we wait in uncertainly or in fear or in doubt and even sometimes as we wait in confidence – the peace that fills the soul with a certainty that the Advocate – the Spirit of truth is communicating in our lives a peace which passes all human understanding and as we all know – how can you explain this peace.

It is finally the power of presence – a promise fulfilled in each of our lives that we do not walk alone – where you ask – it is hard to see you say.
Look around you – open your eyes – see the person next to you. Experience the community given to you. Listen to the Word spoken to you – know the promise made. 

I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

A promise fulfilled for you and for me – power – peace – presence.

Yes, we are filled with new wine.
The Holy Spirit has come – thanks be to God.

Amen
CALL TO WORSHIP

Lord Jesus Christ, be present now, our hearts in true devotion bow

Your Spirit send with light divine

And let thy truth within us shine

Let us pray;

Send forth your Spirit Lord Jesus – into our hearts – in this place. Help us to see and to hear this power you give as we worship this day. Amen

Prayers

Thank you Lord for the power of community and the gift of worship. May we know your blessing this morning in our lives, our families, in your Word and in the manner in which Jesus is revealed to each one of us this day. LIYM

We pray for healing Lord Jesus in the lives of your children both named and those we hold in our hearts – John Schneider, Renee Kaufenberg, Duane Freier, , Nikki Shibata, and Samantha Jackman, Ellen Bromley, Ken Lang, Karen Castillo, Matt Elliot LIYM

Bless Heather Pederson as she goes through a Cursillo weekend. Stir up her faith O Lord and renew her strength in you. LIYM

We remember with thanksgiving today Lord the sacrifice of those who gave their lives for the freedom we have in this country and for the men and women who currently serve. Be with Jeff Stokes, Gary Scott, Sam Strassener, Carl Nyflot, Don Neumann, Jeff Polski, Jay Butwinick, Terry Roepke and all servicemen and women who serve on our behalf. Grant comfort to those who still mourn the loss of loved ones who died in service to our country. LIYM

God of the generations, as Eve St. Peter and Micah Skindelein begin their marriage we pray for your presence and peace to rest upon them. We also celebrate with Betty and Mert Christian as they celebrate 60 years of marriage. Thank you Lord for your presence in both of these marriages. We give you thanks for Beth Wilkie and Andrea Metcalfe as they graduate from seminary – thank you Lord for calling Beth and Andrea to serve your church. May the Holy Spirit direct their paths and their call to ministry. LIYM

Continue to teach us Lord how to know and to use the power you give us as your children – the power of the Holy Spirit – help us to bold in our witness - strong in our faith – and gentle in our love and care for the people you will bring into our lives this week.

Lord Jesus, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray

Our Father…………..

Announcements

Welcome to worship – attendance sheets
Thank Kathy Andrews and Jeff Hawthorne – music leaders

Thank Janis Aune, Heather Walsh, Lindsey Bulger

In our prayers – John Schneider, Renee Kaufenberg, Duane Freier,  Nikki Shibata, and Samantha Jackman, Ellen Bromley, Ken Lang, Karen Castillo, Matt Elliot

We pray for Eve St. Peter and Micah Skindelein as they begin their marriage and we celebrate with Betty and Mert Christian on their 60th wedding anniversary. We pray for Heather Pederson as she goes through a Cursillo retreat this weekend and we give thanks to God for Beth Wilkie and Andrea Metcalfe who graduate from Seminary
Thanks for being here this morning – may God bless your Sabbath rest as well as your Memorial Day celebrations

Opening hymn – outdoor

Order for confession and forgiveness - indoors
