
What’s your favorite song?  Do you have it?  What does it sound like?  Why do you like it?  I bet you know the words inside and out.  It’s funny how important the lyrics of a song are.  The lyrics for our favorite song are just as important as the messages in the hymns we sing every Sunday. 


According to the online search engine Wikipedia, a hymn “is a type of song, specifically written for the purpose of praise, adoration, or prayer, and typically addressed to a god or other religiously significant figure.  The word hymn derives from the Greek word ‘hymnos’, meaning ‘a song of praise.’”  Basically, hymns are another form of worship. I think my new favorite hymn, called “You Are Mine” fits that description. Except for one thing, the song is directed to us.  Unfortunately, this service is not able to hear the Agape choir sing it, but please bear with me.  I chose to talk about “You Are Mine”, because its message expands on today’s theme: God’s love. So, this hymn is about God lifting us from our fear, He is our hope, our strength, and our freedom. He loves us, and we are His.  “You Are Mine” also relates to the theme today because it reflects what we read in the second lesson. 


Listen carefully to these words:  “Do not be afraid I am with you.” These words are a reminder to us, that when there are big changes in our lives, or we’re having a tough time, we need to reach out to God because he is always there. He will embrace our pain and lift us from our fears.  This line reflects the reading from Romans 8:  If God is for us, who is against us?   How can we be afraid if God is on our side?  


Another significant line is: “Come and follow me, I will bring you home”.  Even though we have our own physical home, God has prepared a spiritual home for us to be with Him forever.  If we follow God, He will bring us to heaven and only through his love, are we able to live forever. Even death cannot separate us from the love of God, it will bring us closer. 


Speaking of home, when I was five, I went through a phase and whenever I got mad at my Mom, I would tell her that I was going to run away to my Grandparents’ house.  The funny thing is, my Grandparents live right across the street from me, but when I was five that seemed pretty far.  So, whenever I pulled out my little threat, she’d always say, “You can’t run away, you’re stuck with me.”  Looking back, I wonder why she said that.  My Mom could have said “I forbid you to run away” but she said “You’re stuck with me.” Translated, I think it means: “I love you, you’re gong to stay here, and you don’t have a choice.” I would like to think that this is how our relationship with God is, we’re stuck with him, but not in the bad sense. What I mean is, we cannot run away from Him because His love is so great.  We are lost and vulnerable without him, like a child would be lost without their parent.  We also don’t have a choice because there’s nothing we can do to make God love us less.  Nothing.  So why do we try to fight it and run away?  Or pretend we don’t hear God?  Yes, we’re not perfect and we probably don’t deserve God’s unfailing love. I don’t think I could begin to count the number of times I’ve put homework, or sports, or friends above God, but God doesn’t put anything above us.  God is perfect, and so is His love for us.  The last line of the hymn really hits this message out of the ball park because it says: “I love you and you are mine.” God loves us, we are His.  We belong to God, not our teachers or bosses.  We are God’s because no one can love like Him.  It’s so amazing how much love he has for us despite our shortcomings.  Only he can love us unconditionally without fail.  This echoes our reading: “Who will separate us from the love of Christ? And the answer is nothing can! Not even us!


“You Are Mine” is really one of my favorite hymns.  It has pretty, simple words for such a hard concept for us to understand that God truly does love us.

