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Tomorrow is Memorial Day, a day to remember those who died in service to our country.   Over time it has become more than that – a day for family picnics, big sales at the stores and of course visiting graves of loved ones.  I remember when I was younger going to the cemetery with my grandparents and visiting the graves of relatives who had passed away.  Many of them I had never met, but the stories that were shared helped me know about who they were – what they did – and what they stood for.

Not long ago I had a conversation with a middle school student who was wondering about stories he had heard – stories about Jesus.  He was asking questions about faith and its importance for us today.  For him, Jesus was a person who lived 2,000 years ago.  He had heard stories about him, but was struggling to see what difference it made for his life today. I give him a lot of credit – he was asking questions and searching for the answers.  For him, Jesus was similar to those lives that I remember on Memorial Day – an important person, but not here with him now– his legacy only living on in stories.

I do not think this young man is alone in his questions.  I think we live in a world that wonders – where is Jesus.  Is he more than stories in the Bible.  People are hurting and wonder – where is God.  Is he out there and if he is – does he care about me?  Songs on the radio and T.V. shows will ask these questions.   The world needs to know that Jesus is more than a memory, that he is more than a good moral teacher and example for us to follow.  People need to know he is alive and at work in this world.

This is where the gospel reading for today can help us. The reading for today is rather short - only four verses long.  Listen again, “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.  He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  All that the Father has is mine.  For this reason I have said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  When we first read these verses they do not seem to make a lot of sense.   Jesus is being pretty obscure – talking about the Spirit of truth and declaring things to us, but not saying exactly what.  These verses are somewhat easier to grasp when put into the larger picture of what is happening.  Jesus is talking to 11 of the disciples.    Judas isn’t there – he has left to go betray Jesus.  Jesus knows that he will be persecuted and be killed.  He is trying to prepare the disciples for what is to come.  He is saying goodbye.  He is leaving them with hope and a promise. He wants them to know that there is more to his story – his death will not be the end. 
Jesus had previously told his disciples “it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go I will send him to you.”   This Advocate is also known as the Holy Spirit.  In his rather lengthy speech, Jesus has told his disciples a few other things about what this Spirit will do – The Spirit will bring peace, understanding, a relationship with God, and the Spirit will guide them.   This Spirit is not only for the disciples but for us as well.
This Spirit is not a substitute for Jesus, but this Spirit will show us where Jesus, and ultimately God is alive and active in this world.  This Spirit will let us know that the words of God are true. This isn’t just instructions of how he would like to be remembered – or how he wants them to live their lives, He is giving them a deeper look at who he really is.  He is letting them know that this Advocate, the Holy Spirit is one with Jesus and one with God.   Jesus had said he is the Way, the Truth and the Life, and now he is sending his living Spirit who will show us life and life abundantly.  
More than that, Jesus tells us that all that God has is his and this Spirit will take all that belongs to Jesus and declare it to us!  

Let’s think about this for a little bit.  When you think of it in terms of possessions, what does Jesus have?  He does not have a big house.  He did not have a fancy mode of transportation – no big chariot with beautiful horses pulling him around.  He didn’t have fancy clothes he doesn’t even have Teva sandals.  So what did he have – he has a relationship with God.  He has peace, compassion, love.  He has things that cannot be bought, but are priceless.  These are the things of Jesus that the Spirit will declare to us.  

So what?  What would that look like in today’s world?  This past week I have had the privilege of spending time with some amazing people who are in various recovery programs.  There was one woman I was talking to – she had it all – at least by outward appearances – a house, more money than she knew what to do with – friends galore.  She seemed to have everything.  Then she lost it all.  You see she was an addict.  She earned her money through selling drugs.  It seemed to give her a great life, until she knew she couldn’t continue like this anymore if she did she would die.  She gave it all up.  For a while she was homeless as she began her first steps into recovery.  Now she has a small apartment with sparse furnishings.  She barely has enough money to pay rent and buy food.  She cannot afford a car.  But when I talked to her, she told me she now has more than she ever had before.  

I looked at her in disbelief – how can she say she this?  Then she went on – she told me that she had peace like she never did before.  She told me she has felt love for the first time in her life.  She told me that there are struggles, but she makes it through.  She declared the gospel to me.  She showed me how when the Spirit opened her up to hear the words of Jesus he changed her life.

I saw how she was able to see Jesus alive and active in her life.  She was content.  She does have dreams of getting a car, a better job, and maybe a bigger place to live, but she is content in the present.  The things that are most important to her are the relationships she has and her life with God.  

Relationships, love, peace, compassion and life with God – these are the things that the Spirit will show us.  It isn’t always easy to see how God is at work in this world or even in our own lives.  When we can’t see it, the Spirit enables us to keep going – to keep trying despite the struggles that come our way.   
As Paul told us in our reading from Romans today when we struggle we can have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ and be can boast in our sufferings, knowing that they produce endurance and endurance produces character, and character produces hope and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearths through the Holy Spirit that has been given us.   This seems to be exactly what the Spirit was declaring through this woman in recovery.
We will never be alone.  The Spirit shows us love, hope, and peace.  

The Spirit will blow when and where it will, showing us Jesus is alive and active in this world – giving us peace, knowing we matter to him and he is pulling us into a relationship with him, so we too can be confident that Jesus is more than a memory.

Amen.

