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We All Fall Down
I don’t know about you, but it’s not every day I see creatures like the ones described here in Revelation. I have seen neighbors walking some pretty ugly dogs, but it’s not too often someone walks a creature with wings and faces like a lion, an ox, an eagle and a human, and eyes all around and inside! Kind of strange and mysterious. Pretty typical of Revelation, though, right?
But this isn’t the first time we’ve encountered these creatures in the Bible. The prophet Ezekiel described creatures like these when he was preparing to dole out a judgment upon Judah for its sins. He saw four creatures with four faces: the face of a lion, an ox, a human and an eagle. The prophet Isaiah saw seraphim, like angels with six wings who praised God saying, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts!”
Throughout the Old Testament prophets described strange and wonderful creatures like these, and it most often happened when the prophets were preparing to move God’s people from a place of self-centeredness to a place of God-centeredness. These creatures appeared when people needed to be reminded to focus their attention upon God.
And here they are again in Revelation… strange and wonderful creatures… gathering for the purpose of celebrating and praising… in the presence of the creator. This time, though, when the creatures appear, they aren’t just preparing people to turn their attention away from themselves and toward God. This time their gathering is attention toward God!

The creatures sing day and night without ceasing, “Holy, holy, holy, the Lord God the Almighty!” The elders, who wear crowns as symbols that they have themselves earned the right to be praised throw their crowns at the foot of the throne and sing, “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power!” The creatures and the elders cast off everything that might turn their attention in on themselves, and fall down worshiping, praising, giving glory and honor and thanks to the one who sits on the throne. And they worship the Lord forever and ever, forever and ever.

If there is in Revelation a message for us, and I believe there is, then we are given a glimpse of what we will be given in the life of the world to come… an opportunity to celebrate, worship, and praise the creator for all eternity.
Now, let’s be honest. If I’m being given an opportunity to sit in a pew, sing chants, recite creeds, and listen to sermons for all eternity, count me out! For as much as I love worship (and I do), I don’t want to do this for all eternity. So what is it that the elders and creatures are seeing, hearing, or experiencing that makes them want to worship for all eternity?
It’s the presence of the creator. It’s the presence of the creator that makes them want to worship for all eternity. The elders are seated on thrones that surround the throne of the one who created all things. The one seated on the throne “looks like jasper and carnelian, and there is a rainbow that looks like an emerald… Coming from the throne are flashes of lightning and rumblings and peals of thunder” (And I’ll bet they can feel that electricity in the air, and their hair stands on end and their hearts begin to race!) “and in front of the throne there is something like a sea of glass, like crystal.” And in the midst of the splendor is the one who created all things, who sits on the throne, and when one is in the presence of God, there is no other response than to fall down at the foot of the throne and praise and worship him.
That’s worship! That’s what the elders and the creatures, and we get to do for all eternity. We are privileged to fall down in the presence of our creator and worship him! Praise God!
Until then, we worship here. I’ve wondering, “Why do you come to worship? What draws you here? What do you get from coming to worship? Why do you worship?”
Sometimes people come to worship out of habit or obligation. If you’re here today out of habit or obligation, then praise God! You’re here! They say even the strongest and fastest athletes have days they don’t want to get up and work out, but if they make themselves go, the working out itself creates the desire to work out. It’s kind of the same with worship. Sometimes you may not want to come to worship, but oftentimes coming to worship creates the desire to worship.

Sometimes people come to worship to be fed spiritually and emotionally. If you’re here this morning to be fed spiritually or emotionally, then praise God! You’re here! You may have heard the story of the man who didn’t want to come to church anymore because he didn’t need church to be spiritual. One day the pastor came to visit. He went to the fireplace and took out a single coal and placed it on the mantel. After a few minutes the coal began to cool and the fire in it started to go out. The pastor put the coal back in the fire and the coal reignited. The next Sunday the man was back in church. Perhaps you’re here because this is where the fire is! And when we go out into the world each week, we do our best to spread the warmth, to share the gospel, but it’s easy to cool off out there in the world. So come back here and reignite!

That leads me to another reason people come to worship… because this is where your friends are; where your church family is. We were created to be in community, and sometimes we need to let our community praise God for us when we’re not able to praise. When sin and brokenness overcomes us, the community of faith can pray and sing and lift up our voices for you. And since this is where the fire is, praise God! You’re here!
We come to worship for many reasons. There’s one more reason to be here. And it’s what the 24 elders threw down their crowns to do… to offer up to the “glory and honor and thanks.”

The strange creatures in Revelation appeared when God’s prophets needed to help people remove their attention away from themselves and refocus their attention upon God. They’re back! The creatures have shown up again today in our reading to shift our attention away from ourselves and refocus our attention upon God.

The glorious gift of worship is that we can come here hurting and broken and lost, but that isn’t the end of the story. In worship there is a movement away from ourselves… a shift toward God. In worship, we get a glimpse of the throne upon which the creator sits, and we can meet God here! Through the chants, the creeds, prayers, music, and sermons, we can move from self-centeredness toward God-centeredness. We can leave the sin and brokenness and pain at the foot of the throne and fall down in the presence of the creator and worship him… because when we are truly in the presence of the creator, there is no other response than to fall down in worship and praise!
Why do we confess our sins? So we can remove the burden of guilt that we carry and fall down and worship God. Why do we preach and read lessons? So the scriptures can further reveal the God before whom we fall down and whom we worship! Why do we sing? To offer praises to our creator from our very core up and out of our bellies for all the world to hear, 
Sing: 
Hallelujah! We sing our praises! All our hearts are filled with gladness!
Hallelujah! We sing our praises! All our hearts are filled with gladness!
Join me now in praise and worship as we lift up to our creator glory and honor and thanks for all he has done…
Amen
