January 6, 2019 8:30 and 9:45 am
Liturgical Season: Epiphany
What does this mean?
The season of Epiphany is a bridge between Christmas and Lent. The Day of Epiphany remembers the Magi’s visit to the young Jesus. This event and its celebratory white color remind us
that the good news of God’s Son has come to the whole world. The season of Epiphany continues to reveal Jesus’ identity as son of God in his baptism and in the miracles he performs.
The color green signifies this season’s growth in our understanding of Jesus’ identity and
what that means for followers of Jesus.

Today’s Theme: Revealing
The star of Bethlehem and the coming of the Magi reveal Jesus to the world. The news
of an infant King born in Bethlehem also brings joy, suffering, and the opportunity to make
choices about our part in God’s plan. God’s plan is revealed through dreams and
is carried out by those who listen to those dreams.
Prelude
The season of Epiphany is a
time to be intentional about
growth. This week, seek out
ways to:

•

•

Pause and be aware of
how you are showing up
each day. Ask how you
are following Jesus’
example.
Grow in your awareness
of where and how God is
at work in your life.

•

Examine, challenge, and
reframe your faith values.

•

Put your faith into action.

As with Gladness Men of Old

arr. Burkhardt, Linker

Announcements
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God

Confession and Forgiveness
Opening Hymn

The First Noel

ELW #300
st. 1,3,5

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Kyrie
Hymn of Praise
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

ELW pg. 147
Glory to God

ELW pg. 148

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Everlasting God, the radiance of all faithful people, you brought the nations to the
brightness of your rising. Fill the world with your glory, and show yourself to all the
world through him who is the true light and the bright morning star, your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us through scripture, preaching, and song
Anthem

A New Year can mean new
growth. In the gospel of
Matthew, we are in conversation with Jesus who brings the
promise of new beginnings both
now and then.
This week, challenge yourself
to look for Christ’s new
beginnings.

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
Senior Choir, Beth Blackledge, flute

arr. John Helgen

Lesson
Matthew 2:1-23
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be
born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers
of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.'"
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay
him homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them,
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child
was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their
own country by another road.
Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get
up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for
Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." Then Joseph got up, took the child
and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod.
This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I
have called my son." When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was
infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two
years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. Then was
fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: "A voice was heard in
Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be
consoled, because they are no more."
When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt
and said, Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who
were seeking the child's life are dead. Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother,
and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in
place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he
went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so
that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, "He will be called a
Nazorean."
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Sermon Questions:
What is the main reason the
Magi travel from the east to
see the infant King?
What do you notice about the
decisions Joseph makes for his
family?
Who does King Herod serve
and how do you feel about the
decisions he makes?
Do you believe that you have a
part to play in helping to carry
out God’s work in this world?
What holds you back from
playing your part?

Sermon

Two Men and the Magi

Hymn of the Day

Pastor Mark Aune

Bright and Glorious Is the Sky
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; He ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
RESPONSE
A time to respond to God with our gifts and prayers

When we say the Apostles
Creed, we join the church
around the world in declaring
our faith. We also learn the
foundations of belief. The
three sections, or articles, of
the creed teach us about the
Triune God: Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.
The second article of the creed
focuses on Jesus, the son, and
his nature as both human and
divine. Reflect on this during
Epiphany. Consider how you
are known by Jesus and share
what this means to your life.

Offering

Bright and Glorious Is the Sky

Offertory Response

Let the Vineyards

arr. Manz
ELW #184

The Prayers
After each portion of the prayers:
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

The Great Thanksgiving

ELW pg. 107

Holy, Holy, Holy

ELW pg. 108

Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Lamb of God
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Distribution of Holy Communion
Communion Music

Brightest and Best of the Stars
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Communion Prayer

Holy are you God, and in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when all will
know the glory of your light. Send us forth to make known your work in the world
and to unite all your people in the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

As you leave worship today, be
filled with the light of Christ. Let
your words and actions reflect
God’s joy and light to everyone
you meet. Show kindness and
truth in all you do.

SENDING
The Holy Spirit sends us into the world

Benediction
The blessing of Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, guide you in truth and
watch over your ways, now and forever. Amen.
Sending
Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Closing Hymn
Postlude

As with Gladness Men of Old
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Grand Choeur

César Franck

☩☩☩

SERVING TODAY
Pastor Mark Aune
Pastor Megan Torgerson
Pastoral Intern Eric Nelson
Kristina Langlois, Organist
Kathy Andrews, Choir Director
Acolytes: 8:30 Abby Bratvold
9:45 Russell Shaver
Jack Larson
Lay Readers: 8:30 Bill Larson
Chad Schmidt
9:45 Karen Ollie
Barbara Rolfes
ASL Interpreter: Lisa Pederson

Following worship we invite you to stop at the Information Center. It is staffed
with individuals eager to answer any questions you may have.
You are welcome to pick up our monthly newsletter, Augustana Life, at the Information Kiosk in the Narthex. It is also available online at augustana.com, click on
RESOURCES.
Augustana uses the Narrative Lectionary as a basis for our weekly Bible readings.
Next week we will read Matthew 3: 1-17.

